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School board members are the policymakers closest to America’s 
students, with enormous decision-making power and outsized 
impact on student lives and education. Across the United States, 
school board members steward $800 billion in funds, serving 
51 million students in more than 13,000 school districts. They 
have authority over school policies, curriculum, budget, and 
other academic, legal, and financial issues that affect student 
lives and public education broadly. Yet, many of these stewards 
of our children’s education have not only neglected their duties, 
they’ve also actively worked to worsen public education in order 
to further a partisan political agenda.

Introduction

According to PEN America, 247 school districts have banned 
books in just the last two years. And extremist school 
boards have censored honest education in at least 894 
school districts, impacting over 17 million students, or 35% 
of the K-12 population, by banning or severely restricting 
the teaching of accurate history, science, sexual education 
and other core topics. Not buying the misleading argument 
that these restrictions are simply “protecting the chil-
dren,” 71% of voters oppose efforts to have books removed 
from their local public libraries, including a majority of 
Democrats (75%), independents (58%), and Republicans 
(70%), according to polling from the American Library 
Association (ALA). ALA found that most voters and par-
ents hold librarians in high regard, have confidence in their 
local libraries to make good decisions about what books to 
include in their collections, and agree that libraries in their 
communities do a good job offering books that represent a 
variety of viewpoints.

These attacks have brought an unprecedented level of par-
tisanship to the work of local school boards compromising 
the ability of school board members to represent their com-
munities and pass policies that support high quality public 
education.

The Pipeline Education Fund launched School Board Spotlight 
(SBS) to track how harmful policies like book bans and cur-
riculum censorship are advanced by school boards across 
the U.S. We’ve commissioned national research to shine a 
light on the school board members who are putting their 
political ideologies ahead of America’s students. Our mission 
is to empower parents, families and communities with infor-
mation on school board members, districts, and harmful 
policy hotspots so the public is aware and can take action.

Despite their nonpartisan responsibility to make sure 
our kids are safe, supported, and successful in school, 
school boards have become ideological and political 
battlegrounds in recent years. In response to the racial 
justice uprisings of 2020, extremist, right-wing groups and 
politicians manufactured a moral panic over public school 
curricula to motivate their base and sell themselves as a 
political solution ahead of the midterm elections. From ban-
ning books, undermining educators who teach our nation’s 
full history, to attacking transgender students and more, 
these ideologues are putting politics over our children’s edu-
cation. 

These politically motivated efforts to roll back equity in 
public education have taken the form of attacks on criti-
cal race theory, a legal theory not taught in K-12 settings; 
diversity, equity and inclusion efforts designed to increas-
ing opportunities for all students no matter who they are 
or where they come from; and social-emotional learning, a 
research-backed process that can improve academic per-
formance and help students develop healthy interpersonal 
relationships. That these terms are well-known to trained 
educators and education administrators but little known 
outside of academia made it possible for opponents of edu-
cation equity to redefine and weaponize them in service 
of their extremist political agenda. Troublingly, there has 
been a recent shift to tactics targeting teaching of LGBTQ+ 
history and attacks on educators and students based on 
their LGBTQ+ identity. As a result of the ensuing climate of 
educational intimidation, many schools and libraries have vol-
untarily pulled potentially controversial books and topics 
from libraries and curricula out of fear of attack. 

https://pen.org/spineless-shelves/#:~:text=From%20July%202021%20to%20June,and%20247%20public%20school%20districts.
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/voters-oppose-book-bans-libraries
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/voters-oppose-book-bans-libraries
https://schoolboardspotlight.org/
https://pen.org/report/educational-intimidation/
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This report documents the nearly 30 school districts in 12 states 
(Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, Missouri, North Carolina, 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, Washington, and 
Wisconsin) that have advanced the greatest number of policy 
threatening students and public education: book bans, anti-
LGBTQ+ policy and rhetoric, and educational censorship. 

In the fall of 2023, our researchers identified 262 school boards 
that had been mentioned in news coverage relevant to our key 
issues. We then narrowed the districts by reviewing official poli-
cies on the boards’ websites, minutes, and agendas for comments, 
actions, and agenda items related to these issues. In addition, we 
reviewed news or social media coverage of school board mem-
bers’ public statements relevant to the scope issues, and official 
board policy, minutes, and agendas. Districts were then ranked 
by the breadth and severity of their and their board members’ 
records on the scope issues.

After the late 2023 school board elections, we reassessed our find-
ings and removed districts which had voted out the most egre-
gious members. We then updated the spotlight district with new 
information released or publicized in early 2024. 

The following research exposes school boards with records of 
putting politics above students’ needs, in the form of book bans, 
anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric, restrictions to honest education, and 
refusal to honor or even acknowledge the diversity of our stu-
dents. Please note that highlighted school boards may include 
members who do not support book bans, curriculum censorship 
or anti-LGBTQ+ policies. 

Methodology

NOT INCLUDED

LEAST MENTIONS (1) MOST MENTIONS (8)
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FLORIDA Flagler County School Board

MISSOURI Independence School Board

MISSOURI Francis Howell R-3 School

FLORIDA Miami-Dade County School Board

FLORIDA Sarasota County School Board

FLORIDA Collier County School Board

VIRGINIA Roanoke County School Board

PENNSYLVANIA Hempfield School Board

TEXAS Frisco Independent School Board

FLORIDA Palm Beach County School Board

FLORIDA Escambia County School Board

GEORGIA Cherokee County School Board

GEORGIA Cobb County School Board

TEXAS Katy Independent School Board

PENNSYLVANIA Mars Area School Board

WASHINGTON Kennewick District 17 School Board

WISCONSIN Arrowhead Union School Board

FLORIDA Duval County Public School Board

ARIZONA Dysart USD 89 School Board

NORTH CAROLINA Brunswick County School Board

TEXAS North East Independent School Board

MICHIGAN Brandywine Community School Board

VIRGINIA Hanover County Public Schools	

FLORIDA Broward County School Board

GEORGIA Forsyth County School Board

GEORGIA Bartow County School Board

FLORIDA Pasco County School Board

NEW HAMPSHIRE Milford School Board
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SPOTLIGHT

School Boards
All 28 school boards covered in this report 
can be described as putting politics above 
students’ education. School Boards are ranked 
in order of most extreme, based on our 
independent assessment. 
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Since 2022, the Flagler County School Board has been influenced 
by multiple extremist groups. At least three candidates who ran for 
school board in 2022 received endorsements from the radical 1776 
Project, a Political Action Committee focused on providing far-right, 
“patriotic education.” One incumbent candidate, Jill Woolbright, 
received campaign contributions from Moms for Liberty, an extrem-
ist organization that supports anti-LGBTQ+ and pro-censorship 
policies. 

In 2023, the Flagler County School Board removed three books 
from all shelves in the county, one of which had been requested for 
removal by Moms for Liberty. Later, in the Spring of 2023, Flagler 
Palm Coast High School removed two books from shelves without 
even completing a review of the material. As recently as August 2023, 
Flagler County High Schools has eliminated AP Psychology because 
of content regarding “gender identity and sexual orientation.”

The district gave parents the option to “opt-out” their children from 
accessing library books, with the option to stipulate exactly which 

books their students can check out. A Flagler County School Board 
member filed a complaint in 2022 with the local sheriff’s office over 
the content from ‘All Boys Aren’t Blue’ by George M. Johnson, a 
memoir about growing up Black and LGBTQ+.

Board member Will Furry, endorsed by Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
said in his campaign that DeSantis’ ‘Parental Rights in Education Bill’ 
didn’t go far enough, and claimed without evidence that Critical Race 
Theory (a favorite talking point of the far right, not actually taught 
in high schools) stemmed from “Marxist ideology.” Member Christy 
Chong, who was also endorsed by Desantis during her campaign, 
supported the Governor’s ‘Don’t Say Gay’ Bill and falsely referred to 
banned books as “porn.”

In 2023, a Flagler County elementary school was met with outrage 
from the country when Black students were singled out and pulled 
into an assembly due to “underperforming on standardized tests.” 
Parents reported that the 4th and 5th grade students were told they 
would end up “dead or in jail” if they did not perform well.

FLORIDA

Flagler County 
School Board01

The Independence School Board’s book ban attracted attention for 
granting significant power to any individual parent or student. If a 
book’s content related to sex, sexuality, or race was objected to by 
a single parent or student, it could be immediately removed from 
the curriculum or library. In 2022, the board made headlines when 
it voted to ban the book Cats vs. Robots Volume 1: This Is War, citing 
objectionable content due to its inclusion of a gender-nonbinary 
character.

The school district put in place a policy requiring parental consent 
for teachers to use students’ preferred pronouns and removing stu-
dents’ ability to display their pronouns on virtual platforms. And in 
2021, an incident occurred during a school board meeting in which a 
mother falsely called a teacher a “pedophile” for sponsoring a Gender 

and Sexuality Club. The School Board President, Denise Fears, did 
not “correct her or react” at all.

Further, the district removed a Black Lives Matter poster from a 
middle school.

In September 2023, former Independence School Board candidate 
Jason Vollmecke sued the district, claiming that the board had 
retaliated against him by banning him from public meetings after 
he expressed opposition to policies intended to restrict discussion 
of racial or LGBTQ+ rights and support for policies to protect stu-
dents from COVID-19. In January 2024, a federal judge found that 
the Independence School District had likely violated Vollmecke’s 
civil rights.

MISSOURI

Independence 
School Board02

https://www.salon.com/2022/08/25/far-right-claims-big-wins-in-florida-school-board-races--but-the-fight-is-just-starting/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article264759599.html
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1667856099/flaglerschoolscom/vwvcmiaxse8jzqzw20pw/requests_reconsideration_22_23.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1667856099/flaglerschoolscom/vwvcmiaxse8jzqzw20pw/requests_reconsideration_22_23.pdf
https://www.observerlocalnews.com/news/2023/jan/26/school-district-presents-book-choice-policy-to-house-subcommittee/
https://www.observerlocalnews.com/news/2023/jan/26/school-district-presents-book-choice-policy-to-house-subcommittee/
https://flaglerlive.com/fpc-removes-2-books/#gsc.tab=0
https://flaglerlive.com/fpc-removes-2-books/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/education/2023/08/11/volusia-flagler-schools-replace-ap-psychology-with-ib-cambridge-aice-parental-rights-dont-say-gay/70573323007/
https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/education/2022/01/19flagler-parents-can-restrict-books-their-children-check-out-school/6576726001/
https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/candidate-profiles/2022/10/07/flagler-school-board-election-furry-vandebunte-talk-education-issues/8198316001/
https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/local/2022/07/29/flagler-county-election-2022-alred-furry-vandebunte-vie-school-board-district-2/10159914002/
https://www.yahoo.com/gma/republicans-want-win-school-boards-100008943.html
https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/local/2022/08/03/flagler-school-board-district-4-trevor-tucker-faces-christy-chong/10209607002/
https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/local/2022/08/03/flagler-school-board-district-4-trevor-tucker-faces-christy-chong/10209607002/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/aug/26/florida-black-students-test-score-elementary-school
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/aug/26/florida-black-students-test-score-elementary-school
https://www.kcur.org/education/2022-12-07/aclu-lawsuit-book-ban-missouri-independence-school-board
https://www.kcur.org/education/2022-12-07/aclu-lawsuit-book-ban-missouri-independence-school-board
https://www.kcur.org/education/2022-12-07/aclu-lawsuit-book-ban-missouri-independence-school-board
https://kcbeacon.org/stories/2021/10/20/independence-pronoun-policy/
https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/editorials/article254224763.html
https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/editorials/article254224763.html
https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/article254980952.html
https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/editorials/article245710040.html
https://www.kansascity.com/news/local/education/article279605014.html
https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/toriano-porter/article284653590.html
https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/toriano-porter/article284653590.html
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In July 2023, the Francis Howell School District Board revoked an 
anti-racism resolution that had been in place for several years. The 
resolution faced scrutiny from extremist board members and parents 
who labeled it “woke activism,” using a common right-wing talking 
point for curriculum dealing with race or racism. In addition, the 
Francis Howell School Board also removed anti-racist proclamations 
from local school hallways. In December 2023, the Francis Howell 
School Board voted to eliminate Black history and literature courses 
from its curriculum. In response, civil rights attorney Ben Crump 
called out the district for eliminating courses that local students said 
they wanted. Within a week, the Francis Howell School Board faced 
such significant backlash over the decision to remove its Black his-
tory and literature courses that they reinstated the courses, with the 
caveat that the board approve the curriculum as “politically neutral.” 
In January 2024, students from three local high schools walked out 
of class to protest the proposed changes to the district’s Black history 
and literature courses, voicing concern that the “politically neutral” 
mandate would whitewash Black history.

Ron Harmon, a school board member, campaigned on removing what he 
falsely called “CRT-laced curriculum” from the district. Another member, 
Adam Bertrand, ran on a platform that would lead to educational cen-
sorship by voicing his opposition to the inclusion of Black History and 
Black Literature classes. Furthermore, tweets from Adam Bertrand indi-
cated discriminatory views towards minority communities. Jane Puszkar, 
a board member, went on record opposing racially and LGBTQ+-inclu-
sive curriculum. In a video shared on Reddit, she made claims denying 
the existence of transgender and nonbinary individuals. In late 2023, the 
Francis Howell School Board proposed the prohibition of gender-neutral 
bathrooms along with the requirement that students use restrooms and 
locker rooms “based on the sex assigned to them on their birth certifi-
cate,” regardless of whether their sex aligned with their gender identity.

The Francis Howell Families group, known for supporting education 
censorship, wielded influence amidst these controversies. The group sup-
ported candidates for the school board who shared their views excluding 
racially and LGBTQ+-inclusive curriculum.

MISSOURI

Francis Howell 
R-3 School03

Multiple current Miami-Dade County School Board members have 
focused on passing book bans and anti-LGBTQ and anti-Black policies in 
their role as board members. In 2022, hate group Moms for Liberty-en-
dorsed candidates Roberto Alonso and Monica Colucci were elected to 
the Miami-Dade County School Board. In addition to her ties to Moms 
for Liberty, Monica Colucci accepted an endorsement from the extremist 
1776 Project PAC in her run for the office. In 2023, the Board elected 
Colucci as Vice-Chair and Maria Teresa Rojas as Chair. Both were con-
sidered by the press to be allies of Gov. Ron DeSantis, who himself led 
a crusade against racially and LGBTQ+-inclusive curriculum in Florida 
schools. In 2023, the Miami-Dade School Board added a misleadingly 
titled “Parents Bill Of Rights” which broadly, and without clarity, allowed 
students to be withdrawn from “any instruction regarding sexuality.”

Board Member Roberto Alonso ran for office on the platform of “pro-
tecting female athletes”, a phrase meant to dehumanize transgender 

athletes, despite no evidence of threat and no plan to protect the safety 
of female athletes beyond banning some students from participating in 
school sports. Once elected, he made it his mission, unsuccessfully, to 
ban LGBTQ+ flags in the classroom. In 2022 and again in 2023, the Mi-
ami-Dade School Board voted against recognizing LGBTQ History Month.

The board faced national backlash for book censorship, after a school re-
stricted access to Amanda Gorman’s 2021 presidential inauguration poem.

In June 2023, the Miami-Dade County School Board voted in favor of 
investigating the feasibility of implementing a so-called “classical education 
system” that would emphasize the “centrality of the Western Tradition,” 
effectively whitewashing its curriculum. In October 2023, the board 
continued to discuss the implementation of a curriculum that according to 
a news report would focus on “white, Western European and Judeo-Chris-
tian principles.” 

FLORIDA

Miami-Dade County 
School Board04

https://apnews.com/article/missouri-school-board-drops-antiracism-resolution-9d857b0e316950b600684e0050b85229
https://apnews.com/article/missouri-school-board-drops-antiracism-resolution-9d857b0e316950b600684e0050b85229
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/across_america/school-board-in-missouri-now-controlled-by-conservatives-revokes-anti-racism-resolution/article_8aac707e-297f-11ee-a3bf-5bcf04af9296.html
https://www.stltoday.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-half-a-century-later-kings-dream-remains-a-work-in-progress/article_f3f82430-b195-11ee-8721-9b2539e6a602.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/missouri-school-board-black-history-b2471054.html
https://twitter.com/AttorneyCrump/status/1738600352067264618
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/missouri-school-board-black-history-b2471054.html
https://www.stlpr.org/education/2024-01-18/francis-howell-students-walk-out-to-protest-school-boards-proposed-black-studies-changes
https://www.stlpr.org/education/2024-01-18/francis-howell-students-walk-out-to-protest-school-boards-proposed-black-studies-changes
https://www.ronharmonfhsb.com/
https://votebertrand.com/issues/educational-excellence/
https://votebertrand.com/issues/educational-excellence/
https://abc17news.com/cnn-regional/2022/03/31/francis-howell-school-board-candidates-talk-critical-race-theory-controversial-books/
https://abc17news.com/cnn-regional/2022/03/31/francis-howell-school-board-candidates-talk-critical-race-theory-controversial-books/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/h56dvwa2hk2eic8fuzdrz/11-9-16_MO_-FrancisHowellAdamBertrandTweet.png?rlkey=shv9jty1a6u6zy8zng16i9892&dl=1
https://votejanepuszkar.wordpress.com/involvement/
https://www.reddit.com/r/missouri/comments/14nft3z/anti_lgbtq_speech_from_francis_howell_school/
https://www.reddit.com/r/missouri/comments/14nft3z/anti_lgbtq_speech_from_francis_howell_school/
https://www.firstalert4.com/2023/11/17/teacher-parent-francis-howell-transgender-student-ready-sue-district-over-transgender-bathroom-policy/
https://www.firstalert4.com/2023/11/17/teacher-parent-francis-howell-transgender-student-ready-sue-district-over-transgender-bathroom-policy/
https://apnews.com/article/missouri-school-board-drops-antiracism-resolution-9d857b0e316950b600684e0050b85229
https://francishowellfamilies.org/fhf-endorses-pph-2023/
https://francishowellfamilies.org/fhf-endorses-pph-2023/
https://francishowellfamilies.org/francis-howell-families-endorses-adam-bertrand-and-randy-cook-for-school-board/
https://francishowellfamilies.org/fhf-endorses-pph-2023/
https://francishowellfamilies.org/fhf-endorses-pph-2023/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/moms-for-liberty-backed-candidate-elected-vice-chair-of-miami-dade-school-board-18232912
https://twitter.com/MonicaColucciFL/status/1552761014533476354
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article281835463.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article281835463.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article281835463.html
https://neolapolicy.sharepoint.com/sites/Miami-DadeCountyPublicSchoolDistrict/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?ga=1&id=%2Fsites%2FMiami%2DDadeCountyPublicSchoolDistrict%2FShared%20Documents%2FMDCPS%20%2D%20Policy%20Manual%2F5000%20Students%2Fpo5780%20PARENTS%20BILL%20OF%20RIGHTS%2Epdf&viewid=a03792c4%2Dfaa0%2D4ad7%2Dbefe%2D6ff252ca4204&parent=%2Fsites%2FMiami%2DDadeCountyPublicSchoolDistrict%2FShared%20Documents%2FMDCPS%20%2D%20Policy%20Manual%2F5000%20Students
https://robertojalonso.com/
https://robertojalonso.com/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article269958587.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/out-news/miami-dade-school-board-votes-recognizing-lgbtq-history-month-rcna46870
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article278829804.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article276273711.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/education/article276273711.html
https://www.thepalmettopanther.com/miami-dade-makes-plan-to-implement-a-classical-curriculum/
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After a right-wing sweep “flipped” the Sarasota County School Board 
to a conservative majority in 2022, the board voted to fire Superin-
tendent Brennan Aspen abruptly despite hours of public comment. 
In 2023, after openly gay board member Tom Edwards was subjected 
to homophobic remarks from two school board meetings’ audiences 
falsely claimed he was grooming children, none of the board members 
intervened or commented, and Edwards walked out of the second 
meeting. The Sarasota County School Board released a math evalua-
tion plan in 2023 with a focus on removing racially-reflective curricu-
lum, any notion of social justice, and “culturally responsive teaching.” 
The board allegedly was considering abolishing the Department of 
Innovation and Equity, which sought to “increase the recruitment of 
diverse staff.”

In 2022, the extremist 1776 Project PAC endorsed three candidates for 
the Sarasota County School Board, which created the current conser-
vative majority on the board. Board Chair Bridget Ziegler co-founded 
hate group Moms for Liberty and helped form the framework of the 
state’s anti-LGBTQ+ “Don’t Say Gay” bill. Ziegler also dismissed a 
Black Lives Matter cartoon created by the school district’s BrainPop 
platform as “indoctrin[ation].”

In December 2023, the Sarasota County School Board voted 4-1 
to pass a resolution calling on Ziegler to resign in the wake of a sex 
scandal involving Ziegler and her husband, which she declined to do. 
In January 2024, the Board continued to push for Ziegler’s resignation, 
but Ziegler refused to step down despite accurate claims that she is “a 
hypocrite” due to her purported focus on “family values” and banning 
“classroom instruction on sexual orientation and gender identity.”

FLORIDA

Sarasota County 
School Board05

Since 2021, The Collier County School Board has taken several 
actions aligned with racially-exclusionary, anti-LGBTQ+, and book 
banning movements. In 2021, the Board adopted an official policy 
banning critical race theory in classrooms, despite it not being taught 
in Florida schools. In April 2022, the Board rejected new math text-
books because the books included language around acceptance and 
tolerance. In August 2022, the school district added actual warning 
labels “to more than 100 books, many of which touch on issues 
related to race or the LGBTQ community.” In October 2023, Collier 
County Public Schools implemented a policy to ban over 300 books 
from its school libraries.

In 2022, the extremist school board slate won a “clean sweep” and 
the new members pledged to advance additional racially-exclusion-
ary and anti-LGBTQ+ policies. Newly elected Board Member Jerry 

Rutherford, known locally for protesting drag shows and a local 
LGBTQ+ Pride festival, publicly stated in 2022 that “he’d like to see 
fewer ‘rights’ for LGBTQ students.” Rutherford, who won with the en-
dorsement of extremist Florida Citizen’s Alliance, also advocated for 
corporal punishment in schools, including for disabled students, who 
he claimed were “out of control.” In 2023, Rutherford also denounced 
“ideologies” in school, including “the woke and gay agenda.” Fellow 
member Tim Moshier won with hate group Moms for Liberty’s en-
dorsement and member Kelly Richter, who campaigned against social 
justice, transgender access bathrooms, discussing the impact of global 
warming, racial inclusivity, and other issues she derided as “socialist 
dogma,” won with a Florida Citizens Alliance endorsement.

FLORIDA

Collier County 
School Board06

https://twitter.com/1776ProjectPac/status/1562227627544530946
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/education/2022/12/14/florida-school-boards-backed-by-ron-desantis-oust-superintendents/69715686007/
https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/education/2022/12/14/florida-school-boards-backed-by-ron-desantis-oust-superintendents/69715686007/
https://www.wfla.com/news/sarasota-county/gay-sarasota-school-board-member-walks-out-of-meeting-after-homophobic-remarks/
https://www.wfla.com/news/sarasota-county/gay-sarasota-school-board-member-walks-out-of-meeting-after-homophobic-remarks/
https://www.wfla.com/news/sarasota-county/gay-sarasota-school-board-member-walks-out-of-meeting-after-homophobic-remarks/
https://www.wfla.com/news/sarasota-county/gay-sarasota-school-board-member-walks-out-of-meeting-after-homophobic-remarks/
https://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2889&dataid=136831&FileName=Sarasota%20Math%20Adoption%20Evaluation.pdf
https://www.sarasotacountyschools.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=2889&dataid=136831&FileName=Sarasota%20Math%20Adoption%20Evaluation.pdf
https://twitter.com/srqyrs/status/1691127691825532928
https://twitter.com/srqyrs/status/1691127691825532928
https://twitter.com/1776ProjectPac/status/1562227627544530946
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/antigovernment-general
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2023/05/florida-ground-zero-far-right-education-blitz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/h28j6o1eni7t3fgat13ne/Screenshot-2023-08-31-at-2.49.25-PM.png?rlkey=hnxwj9p65340m9dw9zuh2s5pl&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/h28j6o1eni7t3fgat13ne/Screenshot-2023-08-31-at-2.49.25-PM.png?rlkey=hnxwj9p65340m9dw9zuh2s5pl&dl=1
https://www.wptv.com/news/political/florida-school-board-member-digs-heels-in-refuses-to-resign-amid-3-way-sex-scandal
https://www.wptv.com/news/political/florida-school-board-member-digs-heels-in-refuses-to-resign-amid-3-way-sex-scandal
https://www.collierschools.com/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=466&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=33791&PageID=1
https://flvoicenews.com/collier-school-board-follows-suit-with-desantis-administration-on-rejected-math-textbooks/
https://flvoicenews.com/collier-school-board-follows-suit-with-desantis-administration-on-rejected-math-textbooks/
https://www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/out-news/florida-school-district-added-parental-advisory-notice-100-books-rcna41779
https://web.archive.org/web/20231105033134/https:/nbc-2.com/news/local/collier-county/2023/11/03/collier-county-public-schools-remove-313-books-from-school-libraries/
https://www.fox4now.com/collier-county/town-hall-discusses-lgbtq-legislation-in-affect-july-1
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/education/2022/11/10/collier-school-boards-rutherford-says-hes-pro-corporal-punishment/8315178001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/education/2022/11/10/collier-school-boards-rutherford-says-hes-pro-corporal-punishment/8315178001/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/education/2022/11/23/collier-county-school-board-names-leaders-kelly-lichter-tim-moshier-jerry-rutherford/10755578002/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/education/2022/11/10/collier-school-boards-rutherford-says-hes-pro-corporal-punishment/8315178001/
https://winknews.com/2023/08/21/collier-county-school-board-members-plan-eliminate-ideologies-from-classroom/
https://winknews.com/2023/08/21/collier-county-school-board-members-plan-eliminate-ideologies-from-classroom/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://web.archive.org/web/20230731000228/https:/www.momsforliberty.org/endorsements/
https://web.archive.org/web/20230731000228/https:/www.momsforliberty.org/endorsements/
https://kellylichter.com/vision-1
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/education/2022/11/23/collier-county-school-board-names-leaders-kelly-lichter-tim-moshier-jerry-rutherford/10755578002/
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The Roanoke County School Board implemented a restrictive book 
review policy over the opposition of the district’s head librarian 
requiring books already approved for purchase by trained school 
librarians to be additionally reviewed by a team of materials review 
librarians. After the new materials review team approves any new 
books, parents will be given a two-week period to review and 
challenge books before they are shelved. Opponents of the policy, 
which the board passed unanimously, voiced concerns that the pol-
icy was duplicative, would create an undue burden on library staff, 
and would make it possible for books to be banned based on a chal-
lenge from a single individual. 

The district has had a string of contentious public meetings in the 
past couple years, mostly surrounding policies regarding LGBTQ+ 
issues. In April 2022, the district removed questions about sexual 
behaviors from an age-appropriate risk assessment survey after 
“some board members raised concerns’’ about appropriateness. 
Board member Brent Hudson reportedly was concerned there 
would be questions about transgender identification on the surveys. 
At a board meeting in March 2023, a transgender student and her 
mother described her experience of bullying and depression, and 
“not one board member acknowledged’’ their comments and “they 
barely met her eyes.” The board faced criticism during a May 2023 
board meeting for alleged suppression of LGBTQ+ symbols and 

stories within schools, after a parent spread word on Facebook that 
teachers were told they could not display rainbows in their classroom 
or on their clothing. School system spokesman Chuck Lionberger 
admitted “17% of the school’s full-time staff” resigned after the meet-
ing. During a heated meeting in June 2023, a parent falsely accused 
educators of being sexual predators, prompting Chair Brent Hudson to 
shout “Parents’ rights,” a phrase that has been a “rallying cry” of hate 
group Moms for Liberty, among other political extremists. Despite 
such behavior, the board re-elected Hudson as Chair in January 2024. 
In July 2023, the board passed policies negatively affecting transgen-
der students, requiring parental permission for name and pronoun 
use and determining sports participation by sex at birth; the public 
debate over the policies led to two arrests. In September 2023, the U.S. 
Department of Justice offered to intervene and “mediate community 
tension” in the meetings, but the board objected to the language of 
“community tension” and rejected the offer. By late 2023, the police 
presence at Roanoke County School Board meetings had increased 
dramatically, costing additional taxpayer dollars. Notably, Board Chair 
Brent Hudson was “a major with the local sheriff’s office.”

In her personal capacity, board member Cheryl Facciani retweeted a 
post falsely calling the Black Lives Matter movement “Marxist” and 
argued the movement sought to “dismantle the family,” despite no evi-
dence to back up her claim.

VIRGINIA

Roanoke County 
School Board07

In 2022, the Hempfield School District put employees on leave 
following an after-school drag show organized by a high school Gay 
Sexuality Alliance Club. Later the same year, the district was the first 
to implement “Policy 123,” a ban on trans students competing in ath-
letics aligning with their gender identity. This policy, drafted with the 
help of the far right-wing Independence Law Center, garnered back-
lash for being discriminatory. The school board president mislead-
ingly described Policy 123 as a “fairness in women’s athletics” policy 
rather than accurately as an anti-transgender policy. As a result of the 
policy, a principal in the district was demoted for supporting trans 

participation in athletics. In another instance, the district temporarily 
closed middle school locker rooms after a transgender boy requested 
to change in the boys’ locker room.

The school district made it easier to implement book bans, a move 
supported by the local chapter of hate group Moms For Liberty. The 
district approved a policy which requires parents receive annual 
notifications on how to review and challenge lesson materials they 
find objectionable.

PENNSYLVANIA

Hempfield 
School Board08

https://www.wdbj7.com/2022/06/24/roanoke-county-school-board-approves-updated-policy-books-school-libraries/
https://www.wdbj7.com/2022/06/24/roanoke-county-school-board-approves-updated-policy-books-school-libraries/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/03r37x6xxdr2qzfu83wfc/VA_Roanoke-County-School-Board_Book-Ban.pdf?rlkey=0o5jknhjax4unrmre4g0ni6m8&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/906ehy3gwjg1504byr52i/VA_RoanokeCounty_SurveyQuestions.pdf?rlkey=5mp0w8lw1qqfid71141in1g47&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/906ehy3gwjg1504byr52i/VA_RoanokeCounty_SurveyQuestions.pdf?rlkey=5mp0w8lw1qqfid71141in1g47&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/652iqvcmmfcih4uksetkr/VA-Roanoke-LGBTQ-Bullying.pdf?rlkey=kggxminukqvi0sg2nwunawmvx&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kgx29iegsjfunylps6izl/VA_Roanoke_PrideFlags.pdf?rlkey=fjws2j1svdzlbj8nzz40tlv0p&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kgx29iegsjfunylps6izl/VA_Roanoke_PrideFlags.pdf?rlkey=fjws2j1svdzlbj8nzz40tlv0p&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kgx29iegsjfunylps6izl/VA_Roanoke_PrideFlags.pdf?rlkey=fjws2j1svdzlbj8nzz40tlv0p&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/i0jaub8ceyokkz875v1b5/VA_Roanoke-County.pdf?rlkey=3uxiv5b81ogmajqu1p75q4bkd&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/i0jaub8ceyokkz875v1b5/VA_Roanoke-County.pdf?rlkey=3uxiv5b81ogmajqu1p75q4bkd&dl=1
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://roanoke.com/news/local/education/roanoke-county-school-board-keeps-hudson-as-chairman-and-picks-facciani-as-vice-chairwoman/article_36b662f8-ab53-11ee-8c8d-0b293779a8ea.html
https://www.wfxrtv.com/news/local-news/roanoke-valley-news/two-escorted-out-of-roanoke-county-schools-board-meeting-after-tensions-rise-over-transgender-policies/
https://www.wsls.com/news/local/2023/09/07/department-of-justice-offers-mediation-for-roanoke-county-schools/
https://www.wsls.com/news/local/2023/09/07/department-of-justice-offers-mediation-for-roanoke-county-schools/
https://cardinalnews.org/2023/11/03/roanoke-county-school-board-denied-community-tension-over-transgender-policies-yet-police-presence-at-meetings-multiplied/
https://cardinalnews.org/2023/11/03/roanoke-county-school-board-denied-community-tension-over-transgender-policies-yet-police-presence-at-meetings-multiplied/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/76jny8jwc5ntsl0zypqlo/VA_RoanokeCounty_CherylFacciani.png?rlkey=lkef1sifmmfeot62w4o7ckx3b&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/76jny8jwc5ntsl0zypqlo/VA_RoanokeCounty_CherylFacciani.png?rlkey=lkef1sifmmfeot62w4o7ckx3b&dl=1
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/11/my-school-districts-trans-sports-ban-is-the-blueprint-for-yours/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/11/my-school-districts-trans-sports-ban-is-the-blueprint-for-yours/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/11/my-school-districts-trans-sports-ban-is-the-blueprint-for-yours/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jb4wwe2evmtx86quqgdie/Hempfield5923.pdf?rlkey=g9k0iwkuqnboqyz7zqyrdeoh8&dl=1
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2022/11/my-school-districts-trans-sports-ban-is-the-blueprint-for-yours/
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/hempfield-school-district-closes-middle-school-locker-rooms-to-meet-privacy-preferences/article_56cc39dc-beb9-11ed-af1c-8b224c97607d.html
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/hempfield-school-district-closes-middle-school-locker-rooms-to-meet-privacy-preferences/article_56cc39dc-beb9-11ed-af1c-8b224c97607d.html
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/parents-community-voice-concern-over-revised-book-policy-local-school-district/5Y6D3KQ63NFPPNODKAKYLRJKMA/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://www.witf.org/2023/06/14/lancaster-county-school-district-library-policies-regarding-sexually-explicit-content-in-schools-are-now-in-effect/
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/hemp/Board.nsf/files/CRUUVS6D69CD/file/Policy%20108.1_Resource%20Materials%20and%20Other%20Materials%20Provided%20by%20Educators.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/hemp/Board.nsf/files/CRUUVS6D69CD/file/Policy%20108.1_Resource%20Materials%20and%20Other%20Materials%20Provided%20by%20Educators.pdf
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In June 2023, it was reported that the Frisco Independent School 
District (FISD) had instituted the highest number of book bans in 
Texas, totaling 315 titles. State Rep. Jared Patterson himself formally 
challenged 28 books, resulting in the removal of at least five titles 
from FISD shelves, and claimed without evidence that Frisco ISD was 
not doing enough to “keep sexual books away from students.”

Board Trustee Marvin Lowe expressed discomfort with transgen-
der students using restrooms aligning with their gender identity 
and made derogatory remarks about transgender individuals at an 
educational conference, where he reportedly had to be escorted 
out of the room. A transgender student in the school district said 
that Lowe’s comments made him feel “dehumanized, violated and 
unsafe.” FISD was subject to seven complaints to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of Civil Rights (OCR) in 2022, including 

complaints filed by the ACLU after the district passed a policy which 
required students to use bathrooms that matched their sex assigned 
at birth. Lowe, who was “vocal about tightening the district’s policy 
on bathroom rules for transgender students and critical race theory,” 
stated that he supported this bathroom policy so that students would 
be “protected from seeing a student born of the opposite sex using 
their restroom.”

Lowe, along with fellow board member Stephanie Elad, gained 
endorsements from the extremist 1776 Project. At least one FISD 
school board candidate in 2023, Evelyn Lorie-Ann Beauman-Brooks 
of District 14, ran on a platform of transphobia, anti-vaccine and 
pro-educational censorship rhetoric.

TEXAS

Frisco Independent 
School Board09

In May of 2021, the Palm Beach County School Board removed its 
“Commitment to Dismantling Structures Rooted in White Advan-
tage” from their equity statement after backlash from extremists.

In an action in 2023, Palm Beach County School Board banned more 
than a dozen books that discussed race or included LGBTQ+ content, 
and also voted to pass a measure banning students from discussing 
their sexual orientation or gender identity in school. 

FLORIDA

Palm Beach County 
School Board10
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https://www.statesman.com/story/news/2023/06/12/hb-900-texas-book-ban-gov-greg-abbott-sign-banning-sexually-explicit-content-public-school-libraries/70314516007/
https://www.statesman.com/story/news/2023/06/12/hb-900-texas-book-ban-gov-greg-abbott-sign-banning-sexually-explicit-content-public-school-libraries/70314516007/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/texas-book-bans-restricted-access-report-17911084.php
https://jaredpatterson.net/2022/10/04/rep-patterson-appeals-23-explicit-books-in-frisco-isd/
https://jaredpatterson.net/2022/10/04/rep-patterson-appeals-23-explicit-books-in-frisco-isd/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/education/2023/03/07/targeting-school-library-books-a-texas-house-priority/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/education/2023/03/07/targeting-school-library-books-a-texas-house-priority/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2023/02/26/transgender-student-violated-dehumanized-by-frisco-trustee-marvin-lowe-complaint/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2023/02/26/transgender-student-violated-dehumanized-by-frisco-trustee-marvin-lowe-complaint/
https://www.dallasobserver.com/news/frisco-isd-faces-several-federal-investigations-16648550
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/11/22/aclu-civil-rights-keller-frisco-transgender/
https://www.texastribune.org/2022/11/22/aclu-civil-rights-keller-frisco-transgender/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2023/02/26/transgender-student-violated-dehumanized-by-frisco-trustee-marvin-lowe-complaint/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2022/09/13/frisco-isd-parents-trustees-debate-letting-transgender-students-use-preferred-bathrooms/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2022/09/13/frisco-isd-parents-trustees-debate-letting-transgender-students-use-preferred-bathrooms/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2023/02/26/transgender-student-violated-dehumanized-by-frisco-trustee-marvin-lowe-complaint/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2023/02/26/transgender-student-violated-dehumanized-by-frisco-trustee-marvin-lowe-complaint/
https://www.texasobserver.org/texas-state-board-education-2023/
https://www.wlrn.org/news/2021-05-26/palm-beach-county-school-board-reverses-course-on-commitment-to-dismantling-structures-rooted-in-white-advantage
https://www.wlrn.org/news/2021-05-26/palm-beach-county-school-board-reverses-course-on-commitment-to-dismantling-structures-rooted-in-white-advantage
https://www.wlrn.org/news/2021-05-26/palm-beach-county-school-board-reverses-course-on-commitment-to-dismantling-structures-rooted-in-white-advantage
https://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/more-than-350-books-banned-in-florida-schools-since-last-july-16817328
https://www.miaminewtimes.com/news/more-than-350-books-banned-in-florida-schools-since-last-july-16817328
https://www.wptv.com/news/education/palm-beach-county-public-school-leaders-to-vote-on-parental-rights-policy
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More than half of the 1,100 recorded book complaints levied in Flor-
ida since July 2022 have come from Escambia County. The Escambia 
County School Board has restricted over 100 books since 2022 due 
to broadly defined “sexual content”, and has banned at least ten titles 
because of LGBTQ+ related material, including the popular chil-
dren’s book And Tango Makes Three, due to its depiction of a same-sex 
penguin couple. Other banned books included The Perks of Being a 
Wallflower, All Boys Aren’t Blue, and When Aiden Became a Brother, 
which were reportedly challenged by teacher Vicki Baggett, who 
falsely claimed the books would lead to “indoctrination” and were 
being pushed by the “LGBTQ agenda.” In June of 2023, the Escambia 
County School Board adopted a new rule on an emergency basis 
requiring the restriction of reading material that “depicts or describes 
sexual content” in classroom libraries.

Escambia County has overruled the district’s own media specialists 
regarding access to books. District 1 Representative Kevin Adams 
asked the superintendent to “quarantine or remove from circulation” 
challenged books, which The New York Times described as “short-cir-
cuiting” the review process. This behavior led to a lawsuit filed by 

PEN America and Penguin Random House. In January 2024, a federal 
judge rejected a motion to dismiss the case. However, in the same 
month, the Escambia County School District pulled dictionaries and 
encyclopedias from schools to be reviewed for “inappropriate” con-
tent, along with over 1,600 other books slated for potential bans.

The Escambia County School Board’s anti-LGBTQ+ policies extend 
beyond banning books, as the Board amended the Elementary and 
Secondary School Student Codes of Conduct to impose bathroom 
restrictions based on “sex.” This new amendment would punish 
transgender students who use a bathroom aligned with their gender 
identity.

Board members Kevin Adams and Paul Fetsko both campaigned on 
platforms that would lead to curriculum censorship. Adams stated 
that he was making “combatting the woke agenda from infiltrating 
our schools” a top priority.

FLORIDA

Escambia County 
School Board11

In May 2021, the Cherokee County School Board took on an extrem-
ist race-based agenda by unanimously voting to ban “Critical Race 
Theory,” despite the academic concept not being taught in class-
rooms, and the New York Times’ 1619 Project, which focused on the 
consequences of slavery in America. One month later, a newly-hired 
Cherokee County diversity administrator withdrew her acceptance of 
the role after community members on social media claimed she was 
“hired to implement Critical Race Theory.” Before the 2022 Cherokee 
County School Board election, the extremist 1776 Project PAC circu-

lated mailers supporting pro-censorship candidates. In the same year, 
parents lobbied the Cherokee County School Board to ban more 
than 200 titles from school libraries. As of 2023, the county had an 
active local chapter of hate group Moms for Liberty.

Longtime Cherokee County School Board Member Rick Steiner 
made transphobic comments, calling a trans wrestler a “piece of filth.” 
Steiner remained on the Cherokee County School Board.

GEORGIA

Cherokee County 
School Board12

https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2023/08/24/florida-school-book-complaints-library-challenges-ban-department-of-education-bruce-friedman-vicki-baggett-parental-rights-sold-patricia-mccormick/
https://www.pnj.com/story/news/local/escambia-county/2022/10/04/escambia-county-banned-books-over-100-books-reviewed-ban/8166391001/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/florida-ron-desantis-education-public-schools/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/florida-ron-desantis-education-public-schools/
https://www.pnj.com/story/news/education/2023/02/21/escambia-county-florida-school-board-bans-3-books-with-lgbt-references/69925496007/#:~:text=In%20a%20special%20board%20meeting,an%20instance%20of%20sexual%20assault.
https://www.pnj.com/story/news/education/2023/02/21/escambia-county-florida-school-board-bans-3-books-with-lgbt-references/69925496007/#:~:text=In%20a%20special%20board%20meeting,an%20instance%20of%20sexual%20assault.
https://go.boarddocs.com/fl/escambia/Board.nsf/files/CSQHCJ461CAE/$file/4.06_ER%20Adoption.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/19/opinion/book-ban-escambia-florida-lawsuit.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/19/opinion/book-ban-escambia-florida-lawsuit.html
https://flarecord.com/stories/644010276-escambia-county-school-district-school-board-sued-over-restricted-access-to-10-books
https://www.pnj.com/story/news/education/2024/01/10/pen-america-lawsuit-against-escambia-county-public-schools-ensues/72169839007/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/florida-school-district-pulls-dictionaries-and-encyclopedias-as-part-of-sexual-or-inappropriate-content-review/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/florida-school-district-pulls-dictionaries-and-encyclopedias-as-part-of-sexual-or-inappropriate-content-review/
https://go.boarddocs.com/fl/escambia/Board.nsf/files/CUDNA45894F4/$file/Amended%20Secondary%20Code%20of%20Student%20Conduct.pdf
https://www.pnj.com/story/news/politics/2022/08/03/kevin-adams-candidate-escambia-county-school-board-district-1-primary-2022/10105105002/
https://www.pnj.com/story/news/politics/elections/2022/08/25/escambia-county-school-board-district-2-seat-decided-runoff/7881973001/
https://www.tribuneledgernews.com/local_news/cherokee-county-state-lawmaker-introduces-bill-to-ban-critical-race-theory-in-schools/article_6197f430-7d53-11ec-9de1-27d4d9ae4953.html
https://www.gpb.org/news/2021/06/03/school-board-consider-critical-race-theory-ban-in-georgia
https://www.gpb.org/news/2021/06/03/school-board-consider-critical-race-theory-ban-in-georgia
https://www.ajc.com/education/national-pac-takes-aim-at-two-metro-atlanta-school-board-races/3QA2UW5IARCRXGGYBA6WTPD6II/
https://www.ajc.com/education/national-pac-takes-aim-at-two-metro-atlanta-school-board-races/3QA2UW5IARCRXGGYBA6WTPD6II/
https://www.ajc.com/education/book-battle-erupts-in-a-georgia-school-district-will-more-follow/M36VF7TF7JHTZMFXHVPC7UA3SE/
https://www.ajc.com/education/book-battle-erupts-in-a-georgia-school-district-will-more-follow/M36VF7TF7JHTZMFXHVPC7UA3SE/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/487193949791905/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://www.wabe.org/georgia-school-board-member-accused-of-transphobic-comments/
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In June of 2021, the Cobb County School Board voted to approve a 
resolution refusing to implement racially inclusive and historically 
accurate curricula. The resolution was brought forward by then-Chair 
Randy Scamihorn. In 2022, Board Chair David Chastain doubled 
down a ban on transgender participation in athletics, comparing the 
exclusion to three-strikes laws, saying, “that is going to be one of the 
risks, or let’s call it one of the costs, of choosing to be transgender. 
[…] We make certain choices that may exclude us from opportu-
nities in the future. For example, you commit three felonies, there 
are certain employers that…aren’t going to hire you because of a 
felony.” In August 2023, the Cobb County School Board voted to fire 
a teacher who read a book on “gender fluidity” to her 5th-grade class. 

Board member Scamihorn also supported the Georgia High School 
Association’s Transgender Athlete Ban. Board member Chastain also 
reiterated that he had “personal qualms” with transgender athletes. 
In December 2023, a whistleblower tip sparked an investigation 
which found that Cobb County School District employees Julian 
Coca, Eric Rauch, and Jon Floresta had ties to the anti-LGBTQ+ group 
American Vision, an Southern Poverty Law Center-designated hate 
group run by Gary DeMar and based in Cobb County. The group 
espoused a theocratic vision of American government based on “Old 
Testament Law.”

GEORGIA

Cobb County 
School Board13

​​Katy Independent School District ranked fourth in Texas for the 
most number of books banned - and even considered removal of 
children’s biographies of Michelle Obama and Black Olympian Wil-
ma Rudolph. In September 2023, the Katy ISD banned 14 books for 
reasons it refused to make public, including titles by classic children’s 
authors Dr. Seuss, Eric Carle, and Judy Bloom.

The district prohibited transgender students from accessing bath-
rooms and locker rooms that aligned with their gender identity and 
mandated pronouns used for all people on campus to match their 
sex assigned at birth, with a member of the board falsely claiming the 
policies were “protecting children.” Meanwhile, the district blocked 
student access to websites on LGBTQ+ issues, including of the 

LGBTQ suicide prevention nonprofit The Trevor Project. In Decem-
ber 2023, a student activist group filed a formal Title IX complaint 
against the Katy ISD, arguing that the district’s recently enacted 
policies on gender were discriminatory.

The board — at least three of whom are endorsed by Texans for 
Educational Freedom, which claims children are subjected to “radical 
indoctrination” — voted 4-3 to force teachers to “out” transgender 
students to their parents. Additionally, Katy ISD school board mem-
ber Mary Ellen Cuzela follows the radical anti-transgender group 
Gays Against Groomers on Twitter.

TEXAS

Katy Independent 
School Board14

https://www.tribuneledgernews.com/local_news/state_and_national/cobb-school-board-bans-teaching-of-critical-race-theory-1619-project-in-district-schools/article_cc9e3564-1b19-5aae-a088-2afd8952eaba.html
https://www.tribuneledgernews.com/local_news/state_and_national/cobb-school-board-bans-teaching-of-critical-race-theory-1619-project-in-district-schools/article_cc9e3564-1b19-5aae-a088-2afd8952eaba.html
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/kgmzweb76q3689njoljqk/h?rlkey=e1cw7pjlm1ubmy1dc159vc54l&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/kgmzweb76q3689njoljqk/h?rlkey=e1cw7pjlm1ubmy1dc159vc54l&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/z2g1p1xc18x0zvqpv2bqw/Georgia-High-School-Association-moves-forward-with-transgender-sports-ban.PDF?rlkey=nvclhev1emlwmz4kfzxq0z75z&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/z2g1p1xc18x0zvqpv2bqw/Georgia-High-School-Association-moves-forward-with-transgender-sports-ban.PDF?rlkey=nvclhev1emlwmz4kfzxq0z75z&dl=1
https://apnews.com/article/georgia-teacher-fired-reading-book-gender-identity-64f8428af86ed47bea093fba5167506a
https://apnews.com/article/georgia-teacher-fired-reading-book-gender-identity-64f8428af86ed47bea093fba5167506a
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/z2g1p1xc18x0zvqpv2bqw/Georgia-High-School-Association-moves-forward-with-transgender-sports-ban.PDF?rlkey=nvclhev1emlwmz4kfzxq0z75z&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/z2g1p1xc18x0zvqpv2bqw/Georgia-High-School-Association-moves-forward-with-transgender-sports-ban.PDF?rlkey=nvclhev1emlwmz4kfzxq0z75z&dl=0
https://cobbcountycourier.com/2023/12/employees-with-ties-to-splc-designated-extremist-group-found-in-cobb-schools-district-office/
https://cobbcountycourier.com/2023/12/employees-with-ties-to-splc-designated-extremist-group-found-in-cobb-schools-district-office/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/individual/gary-demar
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/intelligence-report/2010/18-anti-gay-groups-and-their-propaganda
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/Texas-schools-banned-most-books-17358928.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/Texas-schools-banned-most-books-17358928.php
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/texas-books-race-sexuality-schools-rcna13886
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/neighborhood/katy/article/katy-isd-banned-books-dr-seuss-18300888.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/neighborhood/katy/article/katy-isd-banned-books-dr-seuss-18300888.php
https://abc13.com/katy-isd-board-president-victor-perez-gender-fluidity-policy-school-members/13684319/
https://abc13.com/katy-isd-board-president-victor-perez-gender-fluidity-policy-school-members/13684319/
https://abc13.com/katy-isd-board-president-victor-perez-gender-fluidity-policy-school-members/13684319/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/Katy-ISD-unblocks-LGBTQ-websites-following-year-17445302.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/Katy-ISD-unblocks-LGBTQ-websites-following-year-17445302.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/neighborhood/katy/article/katy-isd-gender-policy-title-ix-complaint-18542734.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/neighborhood/katy/article/katy-isd-gender-policy-title-ix-complaint-18542734.php
https://www.khou.com/article/news/education/katy-isd-trustees-meeting/285-a49ffc3a-4322-417c-ac3f-006828a957af
https://www.texansforeducationalfreedom.com/the-problem
https://www.texansforeducationalfreedom.com/the-problem
https://twitter.com/CuzelaMary/following
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In 2021, the Mars Area School Board unanimously implemented a 
ban on teaching racially inclusive curricula and introduced a “patri-
otism” amendment to the district’s mission statement. This amend-
ment, in part, sought to prevent the teaching of concepts that might 
cause “guilt or anguish based on race, sex, or religion,” and asserted 
the district’s commitment to avoiding “indoctrination” in a specific 
social or political ideology or theory, suggesting that factual teaching 
of different concepts and theories has no educational purpose and is 
by definition indoctrination.

In 2023, the school district, along with two other districts, filed a 
lawsuit to challenge education guidelines incorporating ‘Cultur-
ally Relevant and Sustaining Education (CRSE).’ These guidelines 
encouraged teachers to engage in challenging conversations regarding 
conscious and unconscious biases, microaggressions, and societal 
power structures.

PENNSYLVANIA

Mars Area 
School Board15

Kennewick board member Micah Valentine argued against com-
prehensive sex education, calling such education “dangerous” 
and saying it would turn children into “sexual predators.” In 
November 2023, “parental rights” activists Brittany Gledhill and 
Josh Miller joined the board, promising to bring “a more con-
servative approach to school issues.” During his campaign, Josh 
Miller argued that the pride flag was too divisive for schools.

The Board also passed a policy in August 2022 unanimously 
which emphasized that students should not be “indoctrinated 
into the belief that the U.S. is fundamentally or systemically 
racist.” Valentine and fellow board member Gabe Galbraith sup-
ported racially-exclusionary policies, with Galbraith arguing the 
racially-inclusive curriculum was “hateful and divisive.” Earlier 
that year, the Kennewick District 17 School Board began review-
ing books in their libraries following “community complaints” 
regarding several books.

Furthermore, Valentine advocated for the influence of 
Christianity in public education, suggesting that children need 
“a testimony in Christ” to succeed and commenting that God 
“put women in charge” of children.

WASHINGTON

Kennewick District 
17 School Board16

https://www.wesa.fm/education/2021-08-17/mars-area-school-board-bans-teaching-critical-race-theory-passes-patriotism-amendment
https://www.cranberryeagle.com/2023/04/19/mars-school-district-files-suit-to-void-state-education-guidelines/
https://www.cranberryeagle.com/2023/04/19/mars-school-district-files-suit-to-void-state-education-guidelines/
https://www.cranberryeagle.com/2023/04/19/mars-school-district-files-suit-to-void-state-education-guidelines/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/nov/09/referendum-90-passed-so-whats-next-for-school-dist/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/nov/09/referendum-90-passed-so-whats-next-for-school-dist/
https://micahvalentine.us/
https://micahvalentine.us/
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article281604813.html
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article281604813.html
https://www.tri-cityherald.com/news/local/education/article280046269.html
https://micahvalentine.us/what-is-critical-race-theory/
https://www.facebook.com/gabe4ksd/photos/pb.100065549766927.-2207520000/256224842951664/?type=3
https://www.nwpb.org/2022/02/21/call-for-book-bans-in-2-wa-school-districts/
https://micahvalentine.us/about/
https://micahvalentine.us/about/
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The Arrowhead Union School Board passed a policy in October 2022 
requiring parental consent for students to change the names or pro-
nouns they use at school, potentially outing youth to their families 
and endangering them in homes not accepting of LGBTQ+ identities. 
During a board meeting in March 2023, community members called 
for the repeal of policies related to pronoun usage, nondiscrimina-
tion, bullying, and mistreatment of transgender students.

The board prohibited the teaching of critical race theory—which was 
already not being taught in classrooms—through a policy passed in 
March 2022.

In July 2023, the board implemented a ban on displaying signs 
deemed “divisive,” including pride flags. The school board proceeded 
to eliminate LGBTQ+-inclusive “safe space” stickers, despite opposi-
tion from over 300 students who signed a petition against the ban, 
opting to draft a new policy.

In 2023, a Wisconsin chapter of hate group Moms for Liberty 
endorsed Arrowhead Union School Board candidates Chris Farris 
and Amy Hemmer. Both went on to win their elections and serve as 
Board Vice-President and Clerk, respectively. In January 2024, Board 
Clerk Amy Hemmer authored an op-ed in which she minimized the 
severity of the January 6th insurrection in the U.S. Capitol, arguing 
that the “real attack on democracy” was hatched by President Obama 
and continued by the Biden administration.

WISCONSIN

Arrowhead Union 
School Board17

Soon after hate group Moms For Liberty claimed to have “flipped” 
the Duval County School Board in 2022 to their preferred candidates, 
the school board pulled 176 books off the shelves for consideration 
of a book ban. Then, in 2023, the school board launched a review 
of all 1.6 million titles in the district’s libraries. The school board 
reportedly fired a substitute teacher in 2023 after Gov. Ron DeSantis 
called the teacher’s tweet about the removal of books at his school 
a “fake narrative.” In 2023, the school district acknowledged having 
reviewed books for “sexual orientation and gender identity” and 
racism, including books about Major League Baseball Hall of Fame 
inductees Roberto Clemente and Hank Aaron, which reports showed 
were removed. In January 2024, several local organizations banded 
together to rally in support of returning banned books to libraries.

In April 2023, the Duval County School Board passed a trans-exclu-
sionary policy, banning transgender students from using restrooms 

or locker rooms that correspond with their gender identity. The policy 
states that: “Restrooms and lockers must be separated by sex assigned 
at birth in Duval County Public Schools - a reversal of the district’s 
previous guidance.” In August 2023, the District went further, banning 
Advanced Placement (AP) Psychology courses from its high schools 
because of their content regarding “gender identity and sexual orienta-
tion.”

After the school board flip in 2022, hate group Moms for Liberty has 
continued to advocate within the county, advising Governor DeSantis 
on crafting a “list of school board seats to flip in 2024 including two in 
Duval County.” The Duval County School Board is directly influenced 
by hate group Moms for Liberty, as school board member April Carney 
held “concurrent roles in the groups Moms for Liberty and Florida 
Conservative Coalition of School Board Members.”

FLORIDA

Duval County 
Public School Board18

https://wisconsinwatch.org/2022/10/anti-lgbtq-rhetoric-roils-wisconsin-providing-political-fuel-for-the-right/
https://www.arrowheadschools.org/cms_files/resources/030823%20School%20Board%20Minutes.pdf
https://wausaupilotandreview.com/2022/03/30/culture-war-battles-in-local-school-boards-arent-slowing-down
https://www.wisn.com/article/arrowhead-union-high-school-district-board-votes-to-ban-divisive-signs/44524645
https://www.arrowheadschools.org/cms_files/resources/071223%20School%20Board%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.arrowheadschools.org/cms_files/resources/071223%20School%20Board%20Minutes.pdf
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://www.wisconsinrightnow.com/moms-for-liberty-wisconsin-school-board-endorsements/
https://www.wisconsinrightnow.com/moms-for-liberty-wisconsin-school-board-endorsements/
https://www.arrowheadschools.org/about/school_board.cfm
https://www.arrowheadschools.org/about/school_board.cfm
https://www.wisconsinrightnow.com/threat-to-democracy/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://web.archive.org/web/20230731000228/https:/www.momsforliberty.org/endorsements/
https://www.fftrp.org/the_past_year_in_duval_county
https://www.fftrp.org/the_past_year_in_duval_county
https://www.fftrp.org/the_past_year_in_duval_county
https://www.businessinsider.com/florida-teacher-fired-desantis-called-viral-bookshelf-video-fake-narrative-2023-2
https://www.teamduval.org/2023/02/17/facts-about-library-books-in-duval-county-public-schools/
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/theres-confusion-over-book-bans-in-florida-schools-heres-why/2023/03
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/local/rally-duval-county-public-schools-return-banned-books-back/ZM652ZPHKNAOLORXRLSBXXQYJU/
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/local/rally-duval-county-public-schools-return-banned-books-back/ZM652ZPHKNAOLORXRLSBXXQYJU/
https://jaxtoday.org/2023/04/18/duval-schools-reverses-trans-restroom-policy-no-longer-discourages-outing-students-in-new-lgbtq-support-guide/
https://jaxtoday.org/2023/04/18/duval-schools-reverses-trans-restroom-policy-no-longer-discourages-outing-students-in-new-lgbtq-support-guide/
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/local/duval-county-school-district-eliminates-ap-psychology-courses-despite-earlier-assurances/H5EDFHCWEBAY7PLK5GGB6JMSS4/
https://www.actionnewsjax.com/news/local/duval-county-school-district-eliminates-ap-psychology-courses-despite-earlier-assurances/H5EDFHCWEBAY7PLK5GGB6JMSS4/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
http://advising Governor DeSantis
https://jaxtoday.org/2023/07/11/duval-school-board-member-will-represent-both-district-conservative-group-in-tallahassee/
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Following the 2022 election of Dawn Densmore and Jennifer Drake, 
school board members linked with the extremist group Purple for 
Parents, Arizona’s Dysart USD 89 School Board firmly established 
its alignment with the racially-exclusionary and anti-LGBTQ+ school 
board movements. In April 2023, the District chose to expand its 
partnership with Arizona Christian University (ACU) in spite of 
public controversy over the school’s inclusion of anti-LGBTQ+ princi-
ples in their student handbook. ACU’s handbook include gender but 
did not include sexual orientation in its non-discrimination policy 
and included a definition of marriage as “between one man and one 
woman.”

In the same month, the district banned teachers from attending 
conference sessions “on critical race theory or social and emotional 
learning.” The policy required teachers to sign an acknowledgement 
and instructed supervisors to review conference agendas.

In November 2023, the Dysart School Governing Board voted 3-2 
to eliminate all social worker positions after the 2023-2024 school 
year, with Chrystal Chaffin, Dawn Densmore, and Jennifer Drake 
voting in support. In December 2023, the Board unanimously elected 
Dawn Densmore as President and Christine Pritchard as Clerk. Also 
in December 2023, the Dysart board received support from Arizona 
Woke Schools, an extremist organization claiming to “expose leftist 
indoctrination & woke ideas.”

ARIZONA

Dysart USD 89 
School Board19

In 2014, the board initially voted to remove “The Color Purple”—
which depicts the life of a Black woman—claiming its content was 
explicit, at the request of Brunswick County Commissioner Pat Sykes, 
who called the book “filthy” and “immoral.” The board later reinstat-
ed the book, saying that members had been confused by the original 
proceedings. Then in September 2021, the school district amended 
its policy to explicitly ban critical race theory (which was not being 
taught in the district’s classrooms) as an unapproved “social theory,” 
aiming to prevent “opinion or conjecture” in education—a policy 
which could lead to confusion and the avoidance of any discussion 
about race in the classroom. In the 2022 election, Steve Gainey, who 
ran on racial-exclusionary platform, secured a seat on the Brunswick 
County School Board, vowing to oppose what he deemed liberal edu-
cational trends. In 2023, Gainey argued that the district did not have 
enough “nonprofessional educators.” At the same time, Gainey called 
for a review on the district’s sexual education curriculum, arguing 
that it did not sufficiently emphasize abstinence and that its “tone” 
was too crass, callous, and graphic. In January 2024, former Board of 

Education candidate Lavar Marlow expressed that he agreed with the 
Board’s “examination of curricular and library material,” falsely claim-
ing that “some curricula are almost pornographic in nature.” Similar-
ly, the Brunswick County Board of Education required that students 
receive parental consent before being permitted to access medically 
accurate information about contraceptives or abortion.

Recently, the Brunswick Board of Education approved a letter of 
support for the “North Carolina Parents’ Bill of Rights,” a bill which 
faced criticism for its policies regarding names and pronouns, and 
its promotion of educational censorship. Additionally, in September 
2023, the board enacted a policy requiring school staff to notify 
parents when a student changes their name or pronoun, potential-
ly endangering students in homes unsupportive of their LGBTQ+ 
identity. The modified suite of policies also prohibited “instruction 
on gender identity, sexual activity or sexuality” for kindergarteners 
through the fourth grade.

NORTH CAROLINA

Brunswick County 
School Board20

https://www.facebook.com/purpleforparentsofficial/photos/a.248781812363094/1266046437303288/
https://www.facebook.com/purpleforparentsofficial/photos/a.248781812363094/1266046437303288/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/rf6xyvdaprqndkhv67nxq/Dysart-hires-new-superintendent_-the-second-in-a-year.PDF?rlkey=o1cqd1v0ksp6w4qx0r0qz0l81&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/rf6xyvdaprqndkhv67nxq/Dysart-hires-new-superintendent_-the-second-in-a-year.PDF?rlkey=o1cqd1v0ksp6w4qx0r0qz0l81&dl=1
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ACU-Student-Handbook-JULY-2022-23.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/rf6xyvdaprqndkhv67nxq/Dysart-hires-new-superintendent_-the-second-in-a-year.PDF?rlkey=o1cqd1v0ksp6w4qx0r0qz0l81&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/fsqummi613ncpssvnejlx/DysartAgenda11-16-23.pdf?rlkey=qg00rajg04ynlvfhb2o22cg1m&dl=1
https://www.12news.com/article/news/education/dysart-schools-to-eliminate-all-social-workers-after-current-school-year/75-e8649755-31b0-40b1-9af2-3b365493fece
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ypqzx54jzw0edgkkmcwje/DysartAgenda12-14-23.pdf?rlkey=0wyw1h4wf51xd7upjm3i5s09q&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/r3icn05wdlkbn2j4iyrcg/DysartSM1.png?rlkey=ihfitglp3mexy189rpoz49m47&dl=1
https://ncac.org/incident/no-ban-on-the-color-purple-in-brunswick-county-schools
https://boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=brunswick#&&hs=141785
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/2022/09/22/election-2022-steve-gainey-campaigns-for-district-5-brunswick-county-board-of-education-seat/
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/2022/09/22/election-2022-steve-gainey-campaigns-for-district-5-brunswick-county-board-of-education-seat/
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/2022/09/22/election-2022-steve-gainey-campaigns-for-district-5-brunswick-county-board-of-education-seat/
https://portcitydaily.com/latest-news/2023/11/15/brunswick-joins-the-book-review-fray-school-board-also-reviewing-sex-ed/
https://portcitydaily.com/latest-news/2023/11/15/brunswick-joins-the-book-review-fray-school-board-also-reviewing-sex-ed/
https://portcitydaily.com/latest-news/2023/11/15/brunswick-joins-the-book-review-fray-school-board-also-reviewing-sex-ed/
https://portcitydaily.com/latest-news/2023/11/15/brunswick-joins-the-book-review-fray-school-board-also-reviewing-sex-ed/
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/2024/01/30/brunswick-county-primaries-2024-lavar-marlow-vies-for-district-1-board-of-education-seat/
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/2024/01/30/brunswick-county-primaries-2024-lavar-marlow-vies-for-district-1-board-of-education-seat/
https://www.bcswan.net/cms/lib/NC01811134/Centricity/domain/193/2024/packets/BOE%20Packet%2001.09.24.pdf
https://www.bcswan.net/cms/lib/NC01811134/Centricity/domain/193/2024/packets/BOE%20Packet%2001.09.24.pdf
https://www.wect.com/2023/03/07/brunswick-co-school-board-considers-letter-support-nc-parents-bill-rights-with-caveat/
https://www.wect.com/2023/03/07/brunswick-co-school-board-considers-letter-support-nc-parents-bill-rights-with-caveat/
https://www.whqr.org/local/2023-09-06/new-policy-requires-brunswick-county-teachers-to-report-pronoun-changes-name-changes
https://www.whqr.org/local/2023-09-06/new-policy-requires-brunswick-county-teachers-to-report-pronoun-changes-name-changes
https://www.wect.com/2023/09/06/brunswick-co-board-education-approves-changes-parental-involvement-policies-involving-gender-identity/
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In 2022, the North East Independent School Board (NEISD) topped 
a Houston Chronicle list for banning or reviewing the most books, 
with 119 books banned out of 431 reviewed. The school district 
revealed that the School Health Advisory Committee, responsible for 
reviewing sex education materials, employed a filtering tool associat-
ed with anti-LGBTQ+ hate group Family Watch International.

School Board Members Diane Sciba Villarreal and Marsha Landry 
received endorsements from the extremist Parents United for Free-
dom, an organization claiming to “defend and protect parental rights” 

while “reclaiming” schools for the right. Member Steve Hilliard also 
had ties to Parents United for Freedom. In 2023, following the death 
of a board member, several sitting board members supported Jacque-
line Klein, who had ties to hate group Moms for Liberty.

The husband of Crystal Keen, a member of the NEISD school health 
advisory council, “served time for participating in the Jan. 6, 2021 
assault on the U.S. Capitol.” Keen’s appointment to the advisory 
council was approved by the NEISD board in August 2023.

TEXAS

North East Independent 
School Board21

In March of 2023, the Brandywine School Board voted to suspend 
the addition of any book they considered explicit from entering 
middle school and high school libraries in the county. In June 2023, 
the board then voted to create a so-called “explicit material book 
review committee” in order to evaluate existing library books. The 
board proceeded to ban 30 books from school library shelves. During 
a school board meeting debating the book bans, the board played a 
ten minute video, “The Porn Pandemic,” produced by Family Watch 
International, an anti-LGBTQ+ fundamentalist Christian lobbying 
group that opposes sex education, LGBTQ+ rights, and birth control. 
In September 2023, the Brandywine Community School Board ad-
opted a policy to require parental consent for middle and high school 
students to access certain books, which would additionally require 
parents to review excerpts from “all books in question” before being 
able to grant their children access. In late 2023, the Brandywine Com-
munity School Board opted to lift its restrictions on “violent” books 
but left intact its restrictions on “sexually explicit” texts.

We The Parents, an organization backed by the extremist 1776 Project 
PAC, supported four Brandywine County School Board candidates in 
2022, flipping the board to an extremist majority. A campaign video 
posted to the We The Parents Facebook page, showed then-candidate 
for Brandywine School Board, Thomas Payne, describes discussions 
related to race in the classroom as “garbage,” and saying students are 
“being told they are the oppressor if they’re a different skin color 
than the oppressed.”

In January 2024, the Brandywine Community School Board met to 
discuss the potential implementation of a potentially historically in-
complete curriculum that reportedly came from “a private, Christian 
university.”

MICHIGAN

Brandywine Community 
School Board22

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/Texas-schools-banned-most-books-17358928.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/Texas-schools-banned-most-books-17358928.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/education/article/neisd-sex-ed-changes-17868977.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/education/article/neisd-sex-ed-changes-17868977.php
https://communityimpact.com/san-antonio/north-san-antonio/election/2022/05/07/2-of-3-north-east-isd-trustees-unseated-in-election/
https://communityimpact.com/san-antonio/north-san-antonio/election/2022/05/07/2-of-3-north-east-isd-trustees-unseated-in-election/
https://www.parentsunitedforfreedom.com/
https://www.ksat.com/news/ksat-investigates/2023/11/08/follow-the-money-how-a-political-action-committee-disrupted-the-status-quo-within-north-east-isd/
https://www.ksat.com/news/ksat-investigates/2023/11/08/follow-the-money-how-a-political-action-committee-disrupted-the-status-quo-within-north-east-isd/
https://www.ksat.com/news/ksat-investigates/2023/11/08/follow-the-money-how-a-political-action-committee-disrupted-the-status-quo-within-north-east-isd/
https://www.ksat.com/news/ksat-investigates/2023/11/08/follow-the-money-how-a-political-action-committee-disrupted-the-status-quo-within-north-east-isd/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://www.expressnews.com/news/education/article/neisd-health-advisor-s-husband-time-jan-6-18367105.php
https://www.expressnews.com/news/education/article/neisd-health-advisor-s-husband-time-jan-6-18367105.php
https://www.abc57.com/news/the-battle-over-books-nationwide-conversation-on-book-censorship-reaches-michiana
https://www.abc57.com/news/the-battle-over-books-nationwide-conversation-on-book-censorship-reaches-michiana
https://www.wndu.com/2023/06/24/brandywine-community-schools-has-discussion-over-controversial-books/
https://www.abc57.com/news/walk-out-staged-during-brandywine-school-board-meeting
https://www.abc57.com/news/walk-out-staged-during-brandywine-school-board-meeting
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/family-watch-international
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/family-watch-international
https://www.leaderpub.com/2023/09/26/brandywine-school-board-approves-new-explicit-book-policy/
https://www.leaderpub.com/2023/09/26/brandywine-school-board-approves-new-explicit-book-policy/
https://www.bookweb.org/news/week-book-challenges-1630102
https://www.abc57.com/news/the-battle-over-books-nationwide-conversation-on-book-censorship-reaches-michiana
https://www.facebook.com/wetheparentsmi/videos/627552718813742/
https://wsbt.com/news/local/concerns-of-adding-american-classical-curriculum-at-brandywine-schools
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In August 2022, the school board in collaboration with the hate 
group Alliance Defending Freedom approved a policy requiring trans 
students to go through a complex process in order to access re-
strooms aligning with their gender identity. The process involves sub-
mitting personal and medical information for approval. The board 
also disbanded the Community Equity Advisory Board, intended to 
provide recommendations on equitable practices and community 
engagement. In November 2023, the Hanover School Board made 
revisions to its policies on pronoun use and extracurricular activities, 
which requires students to use the pronouns “identified in student 
records” and restricts access for trans students to fully participate in 
sex-segregated extracurricular activities.

In July 2022, the NAACP called for the removal of board member 
Johnny Redd, citing Redd’s opposition to renaming schools that 
were named after Confederate generals Robert E. Lee and Stonewall 
Jackson. 

In June 2023, the Hanover County Public Schools board approved 
a contentious new library materials policy that gave the board sole 
discretion on banning books. This move resulted in the removal of 
19 books from Hanover schools, including titles by popular authors 
John Green and Toni Morrison. In November 2023, the Board voted 
to ban 72 books from Hanover county schools.

VIRGINIA

Hanover County 
Public Schools23

The Broward County School Board sought to advance anti-LGBTQ+ 
and pro-book ban policies in schools even before the election of 
Brenda Fam, who received support from Proud Boys and attended 
a so-called “Protect the Children’’ rally in 2022. In October of that 
same year, Broward County school libraries removed or restricted 
eleven books identified by hate group Moms for Liberty as includ-
ing generally “sexually explicit” or LGBTQ+ content. Even though a 
report released in November 2022 indicates that the district’s Chief 
Academic Officer may have removed the books without the input of 
the school board, journalist Judd Legum noted that the district had 
not reshelved any of the books as of August 2023. Further, in March 
2023, the Board considered pulling chapters related to LGBTQ+ 
topics and birth control from sex education textbooks. The policy 
remained “under development” as of September 2023.

In January 2022, in response to a planned student protest over insuf-
ficient COVID-19 safety policies, the Broward County School Board 
issued “a series of warnings to the students and threatened them 
with retaliation,” leading the students to cancel the protest.

In November 2023, Broward students staged a walkout after staff 
were removed “over allegations that a transgender [girl] student was 
allowed to play in a girls’ volleyball team.” The staff members were 
reportedly investigated under a state law that “prohibits transgender 
students from playing on girls’ sports teams.” 

FLORIDA

Broward County 
School Board24

https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/alliance-defending-freedom
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/alliance-defending-freedom
https://www.losangelesblade.com/2022/08/30/virginia-school-board-votes-5-2-to-adopt-hate-group-adfs-policy/
https://richmond.com/news/local/education/hanover-board-equity-disbanded/article_be356056-21a8-11ee-a01b-ff71b3790189.html
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/hanover-county/hanover-school-board-approves-revisions-to-transgender-student-policies/
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/hanover-county/hanover-school-board-approves-revisions-to-transgender-student-policies/
https://www.nbc12.com/2022/07/28/hanover-school-board-member-under-fire-following-comment-about-naacp-president/
https://www.nbc12.com/2022/07/28/hanover-school-board-member-under-fire-following-comment-about-naacp-president/
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/hanover-county/a-closer-look-at-hanover-schools-new-library-materials-policy/
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/hanover-county/a-closer-look-at-hanover-schools-new-library-materials-policy/
http://the Board voted to ban 72 books from Hanover county schools
http://the Board voted to ban 72 books from Hanover county schools
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/broward-school-board-member-defends-statement-welcoming-support-from-proud-boys/2926552/
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/broward-school-board-member-defends-statement-welcoming-support-from-proud-boys/2926552/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2022/11/03/broward-schools-memo-on-banning-and-restricting-library-books-spurs-controversy/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2022/11/03/broward-schools-memo-on-banning-and-restricting-library-books-spurs-controversy/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/ideology/antigovernment-general
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/2022/11/03/broward-schools-memo-on-banning-and-restricting-library-books-spurs-controversy/
https://twitter.com/JuddLegum/status/1696522388136157335
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/broward-school-board-to-discuss-how-to-teach-health-and-sex-ed-moving-forward/
https://www.browardschools.com/page/33679
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/01/25/brow-j25.html
https://www.wusf.org/education/2023-11-28/students-broward-school-stage-walkout-staff-removals-transgender-athlete
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In 2023, Forsyth County Schools initially banned eight books, but al-
lowed seven of them to return after consideration. All Boys Aren’t Blue, 
a memoir about a gay Black man, remained banned. In May of 2023, 
the U.S. Department of Education found that the Forsyth County 
School Board’s book ban “may have created a hostile environment 
that violated federal laws.”

In 2022, now-Board Member Mike Valdes said he sought to ban what 
he inaccurately deemed were books containing “pornography” and 
books with “racist views against white people” from the county’s 
schools. Valdes, a member of racially exclusionary organization No 
Left Turn in Education, has also since made a “pledge to continue to 
fight against CRT,” a legal theory not taught in Forsyth County class-
rooms, but used here to mean any discussion of race. Another BOE 

member, Wes McCall, supported Governor Brian Kemp’s signing of a 
law that banned books in Georgia schools. McCall stated in 2022 that 
he intended to continue working to keep [race-based discussions] out 
of classrooms.

In September 2023, author Marc Tyler Nobleman was scheduled to 
speak to kids in Forsyth County about the history of Batman, when 
he decided to cancel his appearance after the district insisted he 
remove a portion of the presentation that discussed the Batman cre-
ator’s relationship with his gay son. Forsyth County schools spokes-
person Jennifer Caracciolo said that the prospect of the presentation 
“led to questions from students, meaning Nobleman and students 
might discuss sexuality without parents being warned.”

GEORGIA

Forsyth County 
School Board25

When the five candidates who ran for Bartow County School Board’s 
two open seats in the 2022 election were asked about their stances, 
all five indicated opposition to accurate discussions of race, and to 
education on LGBTQ+ issues. In May of 2022, Derek Keeney, a long-
time representative on the Bartow County School Board, said that 
race-based and LGBTQ+ curricula were “inappropriate” and had “no 
redeeming value for our children.” In 2021, Keeney attended a ‘Save 
America Freedom Tour Rally,’ a radically conservative event in Bar-
tow. The event also drew attendees from the hate group the National 
Alliance, which was named “the most dominant and dangerous hate 
group in America” by the Southern Poverty Law Center. In 2021, 
Keeney also said he supported putting cameras in public school class-
rooms to monitor teachers. 

Another board member, Terry Lee Eggert, created controversy in the 
county when he said in 2020 that protesters should be “handled with 
real ammo.” In 2010, Bartow County School Board Member Matt 
Shultz made an anti-LGBTQ+ statement indicating he did not want 
gay people serving in the military. In December 2023, the Bartow 
County School Board unanimously elected new Superintendent 
Clint Terza. In 2019, while serving as Principal of South Cobb High 
School, Terza accused Brandell Alison, the Black mother of a student, 
of “causing a disruption” when she confronted him about a report 
finding that the school’s conditions were disgusting, including “rats, 
rat feces, cockroaches and brown running water.”

GEORGIA

Bartow County 
School Board26

https://www.11alive.com/article/news/education/forsyth-county-school-library-book-removals-hostile-environment-department-of-education/85-01f45446-ddf5-472c-9b94-1a3afe135741
https://www.forsyth.k12.ga.us/page/11
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/n5u4bgz5pg8xngln3ozvu/2022-Valdes.PDF?rlkey=a70hpmy1mwzl4suhjxu5mf7ce&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/n5u4bgz5pg8xngln3ozvu/2022-Valdes.PDF?rlkey=a70hpmy1mwzl4suhjxu5mf7ce&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/n5u4bgz5pg8xngln3ozvu/2022-Valdes.PDF?rlkey=a70hpmy1mwzl4suhjxu5mf7ce&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/u9kr0uvsl0pqkr6lk0t6s/Education-bills-become-law.PDF?rlkey=f8qe3bv3maqh4bk4u2yc1yral&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/u9kr0uvsl0pqkr6lk0t6s/Education-bills-become-law.PDF?rlkey=f8qe3bv3maqh4bk4u2yc1yral&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ddhw3qwyvh3e845oxuvae/h?rlkey=eulwgti2syhtmtz6z7jbzpob8&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g14ct9xpnm1ei3ozm4y81/2022_SBcandidates.PDF?rlkey=ky4ostm5j5jjq8poewyp6waiu&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g14ct9xpnm1ei3ozm4y81/2022_SBcandidates.PDF?rlkey=ky4ostm5j5jjq8poewyp6waiu&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/qbw002tbgkyztgskrq2rb/2022_dailytribune.PDF?rlkey=j5h82j4f23nfrgxm9be9yo7yd&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/qbw002tbgkyztgskrq2rb/2022_dailytribune.PDF?rlkey=j5h82j4f23nfrgxm9be9yo7yd&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gnswrbyn3ik0ozro01j55/2021_saveamericatour.PDF?rlkey=h1gueylxkqbljtq2fnwyywj14&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gnswrbyn3ik0ozro01j55/2021_saveamericatour.PDF?rlkey=h1gueylxkqbljtq2fnwyywj14&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gnswrbyn3ik0ozro01j55/2021_saveamericatour.PDF?rlkey=h1gueylxkqbljtq2fnwyywj14&dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gnswrbyn3ik0ozro01j55/2021_saveamericatour.PDF?rlkey=h1gueylxkqbljtq2fnwyywj14&dl=1
https://www.fox5atlanta.com/news/bartow-county-parents-upset-over-social-media-comments-by-teacher-board-member
https://twitter.com/mattshultz/status/8307131888
https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/bartow-county/bartow-county-schools-name-new-superintendent/PXJHSI3QRJCSJBOHVHQM5E3OLE/
https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/bartow-county/bartow-county-schools-name-new-superintendent/PXJHSI3QRJCSJBOHVHQM5E3OLE/
https://atlantablackstar.com/2019/05/21/georgia-mother-booted-off-campus-after-airing-out-sanitation-issues-at-local-high-school/
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Pasco County School Board member Al Hernandez was endorsed by 
hate group Moms for Liberty and won an open board seat in 2022. 
Pasco Watch, an extremist organization, also endorsed candidates in 
2022.

In 2023, Pasco County Schools offered online parental controls on 
what students could check out of the library. In September 2023, the 
Pasco County School Board voted to approve the use of a financial 
textbook by conservative radio personality Dave Ramsey, which 
contained references to the Bible. In November 2023, the board reaf-
firmed their approval of the Ramsey book.

In January 2023, the Pasco County Schools superintendent imposed 
bathroom restrictions for transgender students.

FLORIDA

Pasco County  
School Board27

In 2023, the Milford County School Board engaged in discussions 
regarding bathroom access for transgender students. Board member 
Nathaniel Wheeler proposed requiring students to use bathrooms 
aligned with their sex assigned at birth. Ultimately, the board 
retained its policies, allowing students to choose bathrooms corre-
sponding to their gender identity, but “compromised” by removing 
urinals from men’s bathrooms. Wheeler homeschools his own 
children.

In 2022, amid “uncertainty over what the procedures were” regarding 
book challenges, Milford High School’s superintendent removed 
the book ‘Gender Queer’ from school shelves, but it was eventually 
reinstated.

In 2022, the board passed a measure enabling parents to request the 
removal of specific books and instructional material from the educa-
tional curriculum.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Milford  
School Board28
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https://web.archive.org/web/20230731000228/https:/www.momsforliberty.org/endorsements/
https://web.archive.org/web/20230731000228/https:/www.momsforliberty.org/endorsements/
https://pascowatch.com/about-us.html
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2022/12/27/pasco-school-district-candidates-get-early-start-2024-election/
https://www.pasco.k12.fl.us/oll_documents/parent-bill-of-rights
https://www.wusf.org/education/2023-09-26/conservative-finance-dave-ramsey-textbook-pasco-residents-object
https://www.wusf.org/education/2023-09-26/conservative-finance-dave-ramsey-textbook-pasco-residents-object
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2023/11/07/pasco-approves-controversial-textbook-by-financial-guru-dave-ramsey/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/education/2023/11/07/pasco-approves-controversial-textbook-by-financial-guru-dave-ramsey/
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/education/2023-01-05/lgbtq-advocates-criticize-new-restrictions-transgender-bathroom-use-pasco-county-schools
https://wusfnews.wusf.usf.edu/education/2023-01-05/lgbtq-advocates-criticize-new-restrictions-transgender-bathroom-use-pasco-county-schools
https://indepthnh.org/2023/02/07/milford-school-board-compromises-on-bathroom-gender-debate/
https://whdh.com/news/milford-n-h-transgender-bathroom-policy-to-remain-unchanged-after-heated-school-board-meeting/
https://indepthnh.org/2023/02/07/milford-school-board-compromises-on-bathroom-gender-debate/
https://indepthnh.org/2023/02/07/milford-school-board-compromises-on-bathroom-gender-debate/
https://indepthnh.org/2023/02/07/milford-school-board-compromises-on-bathroom-gender-debate/
https://indepthnh.org/2023/02/07/milford-school-board-compromises-on-bathroom-gender-debate/
https://www.nhpr.org/nh-news/2022-09-24/milford-new-hampshire-school-district-banned-book-challenges
https://www.nhpr.org/nh-news/2022-09-24/milford-new-hampshire-school-district-banned-book-challenges
https://perma.cc/C98G-ZXZJ
https://perma.cc/C98G-ZXZJ
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The conservative politicization of school boards across the 
country has led to concerning efforts and dangerous policies to 
restrict access to diverse viewpoints in school libraries, devalue 
the experiences of students of color, and promote conservative 
values at the cost of honest education. These efforts, often spear-
headed by well-funded national groups like hate group Moms for 
Liberty, reflect a broader trend of attempting to shape public dis-
course and education through censorship. However, it’s import-
ant to note that the majority of voters, including Democrats, 
Republicans, and independents, oppose such measures, indicating 
that these attacks do not necessarily reflect the values and priori-
ties of communities.

This underscores the importance of a responsive, reflective 
democracy, where policies and decisions align with the inter-
ests and beliefs of the people they affect. The only way we will 

Conclusion
counter these attacks on our children’s ability to learn is for 
local voices across the country to organize, educate their com-
munities about these issues, and advocate for policies that 
reflect their needs. This involves not only being informed about 
what’s happening locally but also actively participating in civic 
processes, showing up to meetings, and demanding policies that 
promote inclusivity and respect for diverse perspectives. By 
doing so, communities can ensure that their voices are heard 
and that public education is not co-opted by a right wing polit-
ical agenda, but provides an education that empowers, inspires, 
challenges, and prepares our kids for success in the classroom, 
college, and beyond.

https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/moms-liberty
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